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RECEIVED 

centRalW^^tbr 

In thg Cjakns : OCT 2 5 200? 

jpl^^ eiifne below: ' 

i. - i2.(c^^te^)i '• 

13. (C^oiretil^ artiefi'ded) A gaming system comprising: 

a pl#d#^evl^^ ll^iidfvfctaalfy accewd/ arranged in a urtMi>^CttoYtat: 1 
:'Strih#:ofW''*io^ with each ffida^; ! Jne|^#il^% : ' ; /^ 

M Of the ; deA/k^s-;^fte^eln M aticf N are whole numbers greater than one; 

a host Gtsntrolter direftJyicbnnected to only the first etid of the string arid having a 
data^teritirfialr '• 

a:$toa^fe^ XXjXX'- ' •• 

each l^i eofe 

including a M-twt Sh^ fe^er with the register positions respectively GOnftec^ tb 
de$^ 

be connected; 

the data out t^rmin^ 

of a first node arid the data in ferihmfral of each of the other nodes being coflrtefeted tO: • 
. ' . thfcdatatfut tgt^aWl^tf^^ in the sth'ng so that the Stritiibf hia^B^r/- ■ ; . ■■ 

pi^&eSa^^ . ■ .'; ; l : .X '. 

the host Stroller prod€ii^ at its data out teitntnal ah output sigfiarbot^sft^' 
a serial aigttaida%: stream in«to*ri§ M«N bits followed by a strobe iridk^or so that ^ 


. e^chk*&i^ 

detents ©fr for accessing the associated devices. 

. •;. : - ' X'"'-. : ;. : ' . -2 ■•■ ■ • : •' . ■■ " ••' \ •■' } 
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14. ; (On^ihatj ^ gammigsystem of ctaim13. wherein each of the? Ideal 
corrtrbHeiiB is a i^i^otsibhircier. 

15. (Cahcefted) 

16. (Qtfgfaafj the gaming system of claim 1 3, wherein this serial cfigiifaf data . 
' stream fepmpii^ ^ • 

1 7 (Original) The gaming system of claim 1 3, wherein the devices include at 
least one device having states which are to be controlled, each local cohtrofler feeing 
responsive to the ^^^frob© hio1&^** latching the contents of its register to those ofrrts 
devft&^ at least one device for c^WMiffg 6f?af V 

the least owe device. 

1 8. (Original) The gaming system of claim 1 7, wherein the at least one device 
is an LED. 

19. X®ft&t&$. lifegafningr systertr of claim 13, whereinir^ofcvK^ 
least one device^ : rtdfvlr^ ^IMSe^i v^it^ be recorded, each local xidii#o^ 
responsive to trtestrofee ittdic^tor; fbreach register position caiinecfedtb the 1 ai legist 
<M&am&$» fQfloSid^ a bit indicative of the Gufterrt stale tif : ■ 
■ theat'leastc^^vice^ 

20. (Original) the gaming system of claim i 9, wherein the at least one. device 
is a switch. 

21. (fh(£v^^ 
ou^>«t slgrtel is 

22. (PrevloUsI/ presented) The gaming system of claim 21 , vrtjetem 
consecutive M^btt segments of a byte respectively address consecutive nodes, 

".' ' ■ ' • ' • : • . 3 ' ; ' ••" '•■ •.y.<'..'. 
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24. atfhferKfed) A gaming system comprising: 

a plurality 

■devices be ^^tes^^^ii^l ^jSti^ or more second devices to be cotltrotetr; tKilrit^i^s 
bfe^'-igH^Hh^eKl : i^^^illdtHQfaBibrtql 'gEHrtg of N nodes having first and s&e<fffl%$®&& 
ends, with each node including up to M of the devices, wherein M and N are whole 
numbers greater than orie^ 

atto^c^^ (Jrity the first er^ W tr^:^r^ ■ 

tiamduftemS^ i '■•••v. •' 

a pluraKty of local c^ntrplters respectively associated with the nodeSj 
each Ib^ GcftftDBeT having a data in terminal and a data 0ut terminal tffid 

device output tetWfir^teftb ^ich if** devices of the associated node nlay f£spfee#^y : 
be connected; 

the data otrt tern^n^l ct th© 
of a first nc^de tiriSffltitofitiiBk iri fertrwrat Of each of the other nodes being effected to 
the data out tetrhirial of trie preceding node in the string so that the String of nodes 
provides a (MxN^bit shift register, and the data out terminal of a last nodebemig 
confteete&to:^ 

' '•••ffce%^<g^^ «itp^ sipaf ; , ; 

a serial digftai data' stream fooKrding MxN bits followed by a strobe indicator so that, toe 
MxN bits to be sequentially loaded into and respectively fill the positions of the (M*M)4ii 
register,- ' • 

CHl 11336*20.1 
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each tbcai:Colrtfir6li# being responsive to the strobe indicator for (a) for each of 
its register positions connected to a first device, loading into that register position a bit 
indibattivB of trie 4anwn>'&BSts df Ure first device; and (b) for each of its reiffeteY jpo^iferis 
ooTif^fed to a;Sefeond devfee, latching the contents Of that position to its assotaaisd 
device output terwiinal fbf ^htrdliiig the associated second device. 

25.-26. (CaTKSefled) 

27. ; (Of^^ 

28. (Otfgiilal) The gaming system of claim 24, wherein each of fhS first 
devices is. a switch and each of the second devices is an LED. 

2$. (Oriigiriaty the garriing system of claim 24, Whereat the t^er^s of ttie; 
(MSNHJft register ^il«ltQ^riM.t&1ltedeia--in terminal of the host controller hi ^oftselo 
the loading into tne ; : ^illkN>Ut register of ah output Signal from the host coftft'dffef. 

30. (Original) the gaming system of claim 24 wherein alt of trfe d^vieeis are 
astGciaee&wtilFm 

31. (Currently arrierided) A -method fbr individually aecieissfrig eadh of ia 
plurality of devices in a gaming system comprising: 

grouping the^Jeytoe*- rrttb a String of N node* having first and: se^rM'sfiatf&if 

irftairj§' a local controfler forming a M*bit &Mtii$&$ifi>0te&ib , 
M devices respectively connected to device terminals respectively connect to ffie 
register positrons of the local controller, wherein M and N are whole numbers greater 
than one, 
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coirrtectirig the local cbf^oiters in series with one another and with a 'data out 
'fe'h^irta'^-a-Jia^.i^n1ttf^ directly connected to only the first end of ttoe string- so that 
the to! oJfitn^^ an (Mxlsl)-bit shift register, 

providing a ptft^ i^ 
connected to ail of the coittroHers, and 

ttensmi&ifc iart^re^OT^^ from the host controller data out tenirtlrtattd all of 'fhe 
local cdnf liters a Sertai digital data message including MxN bits respectively 
corresponding to the devices for individually controlling the devices so tbatifte Mkfil bits 
respectively occcfpy m MxN pOsHiorts of the shift register. 

' ' • 32. : .. ^^^^ipT^WIe^: the-Thethod of claim 31', vvfte^#6i^v. : ■ 
ifrtti^>3a^^ causes each \o^^m^tmmMi^r: ; ■ 

the devices cotitje^ted thereto irt accordance with bits of the data message 
Gorresponding to that tocal controller. 

33. tCafltselled) 

34. (Original) the method of claim 31 , wherein the devices inciude a* least 
one device having states which ate to be sensed , and further comprising: sfcttsfag trte ' 
Wrt^vM*&fa-2ttiW^'4&rt*. aind returning to the host controller fr)6w e^ctl;; : 
node asfatial iniicM^ of the at least OnO device. 
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35; (^vfotisiy ^reserttfect) The method of claim 34, wherein eadfi digital data 
me«^ tetri#^S^^ tocal controlteT f^spbftdife th© 

strobe indicator for storing, tor each at least one device connected thereto, a tM 
coTreSponbing ; Sb the c\jrreiit state of the at least One device, the stored bits feeing 
'•s1iifceti ; fp^ Kla nesttdaia message from thfc 

3$ . - ^ 

one device having' steles wfifeih are to be controlled, and further comprising 1 <&r&bffih& 
the states of the at teast one clevice in response to the data message. 
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